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We have been witnessing Minamata Disease, as family members of certified patients of
Minamata Disease caused by methyl mercury poisoning.

In 2014, we visited Ontario, Canada, to meet mercury-affected indigenous people. We
also met with people in Indonesia from communities affected by mercury from small-
scale gold mining in 2016.

Mercury damage is still happening. In order to stop the health impacts caused by
mercury, we need to immediately stop the use of mercury in gold mines, stricter
regulations on mercury waste, and control mercury-added products.

We hope that many countries and regions will join the Convention and make efforts to
achieve its objectives together.




| was born in a fishing village about 15 km
north of Minamata Bay. Around 1959, some
people died of acute fulminant Minamata
disease in our community.

I got married and managed our life as orange
farmers while supporting my husband's sick
mother. | also suffer from severe headaches
and nausea, and | become bedridden when my
condition worsens, about three days a month.
We are victims of mercury pollution that
occurred in Minamata 70 years ago. Neither
the residents nor the doctors understood it at
the time, and then damage caused by mercury
pollution on health and the environment
expanded. Please do not repeat such tragedy
in the world.

SATO Suemi
i RS

| was born in 1954 and grew up in a fishing
village at Minamata Bay. My father, my
mother, and my grandmother were fishers
and certified Minamata disease patients. My
grandfather died after a severe seizure.

| am of the same generation as the fetal
Minamata disease patients who were exposed
to mercury in their mother's womb. Since |
was a kid, my legs would get cramping and |
would cry out in the middle of the night. | am
still suffering from numbness and cramps in
my hands and feet, and have been fighting in
court for recognition as a victim and
compensation since 2007. Many people in
Minamata are still suing. The full extent of
the damage is still unknown.

SATO Hideki
(R

The Fight Against Minamata Disease
Is Not OVER yet.

History of Mercury pollution in Minamata

In 1932, Chisso Minamata factory began acetaldehyde production (The beginning of mercury contamination).
In 1958, Chisso changed the drainage channel. = Pollution expanded.

In 1962, 16 patients of fetal Minamata disease were reported.

In 1968, the Japanese government made an "official acknowledgement”. = Chisso was found responsible.

In 1969, the first lawsuit was filed.

In 1973, the victims won the court case.

In 1977, the government set stricter condition for Minamata Disease judgment .
= Number of new certified cases decreased drastically.
In 2004, the Supreme Court of Japan stated the government's responsibility.
In 2009, the Act on Special Measures Concerning Relief for Minamata Disease.
= Reparation and medical assistance for 40,000 Victims.
In 2017, Japan ratified the Minamata Convention on Mercury. .
In 2023, a court ruled that 128 plaintiffs were eligible for compensation for damage caused by Minamata disease.

Minamata Convenrtion on Mercury Promotion Network A
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®
Minamata, Kumamoto pref., Japan .
& miconet2018@gmail.com minamarta
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